
It is for the benefit of those who have had the misfortune to lose a

leg, not less than for the encouragement of the inventor and the manu-

facturers, who are deserving of their patronage, and who we regard as
their greatest benefactors, that we make these statements.

Jefferson Church, M.D., Jas. M. Smith, M.D., N. Adams,
M.D., Alfred Lambert, M.D., Edwin Seeger, M.D., R.
G. W. English, M.D., O. C. Chaffee, M.D.

Springfield, June 15, 1845.
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Medical Independence.—A medical gentleman of Boston, whose social
posilion and professional prospects would be regarded as enviable by most
medical aspirants, has recently taken Dr. off his door plate, with u determi-
nation to be no longer subjected to the beck, call and caprice of the public.
He has made the discovery, that high literary and scientific attainments,
combined with a conscientious zeal in keeping pnce with the progress of me-
dical discovery, with a view to making one's self useful to men, women and
children, when ihey are sick, is not at all appreciated. A blustering, low
minded fellow, who has nothing to lose and every thing to gain, without a
claim to patronage on the score of exact medical knowledge, is taken into
favor by the multitude, while real worth, both in character and medical
skill, is neglected, if not wholly abandoned.
An opinion is prevalent, thai a physician, who is a writer, must be a poor

practitioner; therefore, an author, however distinguished, cannot compete
with a neighbor who may not be able to write his mother tongue gramma-
tically. It follows, thai ignorance, of a certain kind, facilítales one's suc-
cess—it being presumed, on this theory, that to be a good practitioner of me-
dicine, is incompatible with thorough scholarship;—in oiher words, a man
cannot be successful in both, and hence the public sentiment, to an extraor-

dinary extent, is decidedly in favor of a physician who does not trouble
himself with books, or divert his mind from the grave consideration of vi-
siting patients, by interesting himself in the details of science.

Revolving Tooth Key.—Mr. Smilie, of South Reading, an ingenious
dentist, of rare promise—a brother of Dr. E. R. Smilie, who has contributed
largely to the modern stock of beautiful and useful surgical instruments—
has produced a new device for extruding leeth, which deserves the close
examination of practising dentists. The new and essential feature is the
construction of the fulcrum, attached to the common bar. The hook may
be turned 10 any angle, and from one side to the other, without altering a
screw. Next, the face of the fulcrum, which comes in contact with the gum,
is covered by a broad spring, that yields, us ihe power is exerted ¡it the han-
dle, and the tooth is thus raised nearly perpendicularly from its socket,
while violence to the alveolar wall is avoided by the wide, elastic surfneeofthe spring, pressed along die arch. Dentists, alone, must decide upon the
utility of this improvement; and if it pusses their ordeal favorably, the in-
ventor will have numerous orders for specimens. The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
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Health of Saratoga.—Dr. North, resident at the Springs, sends the
following note respecting the good health of the place. It should have
been inserted last week.
To the Editor. Dour Sir,—I quite regret my negligence in not keep-

ing your readers acquainted with the state of our health in ihis village.
Knowing, as I did, lliut they must assume responsibility, either whether
tlujy advise their patients to visit us or object to it, I was bound to disclose
fully and unreservedly to them from whom I have received so many friendly
commissions, the real condition of Saratoga. It is probably known to all
thnt we hud, in the early part of summer, five or six weeks ago, u number
of sudden deaths, both of strangers and citizens. Of the origin and his-
tory of this sickness, I hope, before long, to furnish an account for your
pages. I only sny now, and I say it responsibly to my medical brethren,
that I have never known Saratoga more profoundly healthy than during
the past, four or five weeks. The village is remarkably quiet, far from
being crowded, und the waters are operating upon invalids in the usual
manner. Indeed, the panic, which, in the fore part of summer, restrained
citizens und strangers from going to the Springs in the morning, is a thing
that ivas, and no patient seems to hesitate, under the direction of the fa-
culty, in making u free und bold use of his accustomed potations ut the
fountains. With respect, M. L. North.
Saratoga Springs, July 28, 1819.

Lowell Hospital.—A report, embracing a period from 1840 to 1849,
made to the Trustees in June last—the first ever published, to our know-
ledge—is now before the world. Oilman Kimball, M.D., the medical offi-
cer, has quietly rendered a large amount of surgical as well as medical
service, and the unobtrusive course he uppears to have pursued is worthy
both of commendation and imitation. In nine years, 1464 patients left the
hospital cured ; 75, relieved ; 11, not relieved; and 77 died. Of the whole
number, 816 were cases of typhoid fever. Dr. Kimball has no assistant
physician, neither are the patients visited by pupils. It must be conceded,
therefore, that he is emphatically a working man. Lowell is a great
manufacturing city, although comparatively young, in which charitable in-
stitutions are already fostered with a degree of munificence that reflects
honor on the inhabitants at this early age of their municipal existence.

Pennsylvania College.—By the new circular, announcing the prospects
and capabilities of the medical department of this College, it evidently
possesses the means of accomplishing all that is promised. There are
nine professors, gentlemen of known powers, who are ambitious of raising
the institution to a level with the older schools of medicine in Philadelphia.

Smithsmiian Institution.—The editor acknowledges, with much gratifi-
cation, the receipt of a copy of the reports, &c, of ihe Smithsonian institution,
exhibiting its plans, operations and financial condition, up to Jan. 1, 1849,
from the third annual report of the Hoard of Regents, presented to Congress
in February last. Cultivators of science may learn by this document pre-
cisely the objects contemplated by ihe donor. Prof. Henry's programme
of the organization, gives a clear idea of what is intended to be accomplish-
ed ; and Prof. Jewett's report relative to the library, is a valuable disserta-
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tion on the importance of collecting books, All iho apparatus used by Dr.Hare in the University of Pennsylvania, were a gift from he owner to the
Smithsonian Institution.

Report of Cholera in Varia.—This report, which was published in 1832,
by authority of the French government, and recently translated in New
York by F. Barthélémy, meets with the hearty approval of Drs. Buck,
Buel, Phillips, Paul and Bollón, a select committee of the New York
Academy of Medicine, and a resolution was passed in the Sanitary Board
of that city, authorizing a subscription for two hundred copies for the use
of the Corporation. It appears hardly necessary to particularize the con-
tents of this treatise, the marrow of which has been repeatedly drawn out
by the Journals. It embraces an accurate examination into the invasion of
cholera and its subsequent progress in Paris. In short, it is a history of
the epidemic from first to last, and is, therefore, an excellent work to consult.

Mortality of the City.—Our weekly report of to-day (ending last »Saturday at noon), presents a
hill of mortality which in Boston was never before equalled in number*. The death's by cholera,it will he seen, have considerably increased since the previous week. They are still chiefly con-fined, however, to foreigners, and io ihe most crowded portions of the city inhabited by them.Exclusive of these, the mortality of the city is not very neatly increased—Ihe fatal cases of our
usual summer complaints being hut a few more than during the corresponding week of last year.Of the whole number ofdeaths ¡n this report, 43 were at the House of industry, Deer island Hos-pital and other city institutions. Americans, 71 j foreigners and children of foreigners, lu'i).

Medical Miscellami.—Mrs. Sibhillah Dexler died at New Hrninlrce, Mass., at the age of 100
years.—Sickness slHf prevails alarmingly at Havana. All vessels from the principal ports in the
United States are subjected to a rigid quarantine at Cuba.—Cholera Is fast abating West. It hasprevailed so generally in the United Stales that it is nearly impossible to furnish an accurate record
of its fatality.—A catalogue of the Western Reserve College includes the names of a formidable
list of medical students.—Cholera is said to be creeping into Havana. It would make sad havoc
with the people of that great smoking city, should ¡I exhibit Its usual activity among persons of lowhabits, or, rather, no habits al all.—-New Orleans is represented now lo be one of the healthiest
cities in the Union.—The cholera hospital in Boston appears to be belter organized, and more
order prevails in it, than in any one on the sea-horder.—»Several physicians have recently fallen bythe cholera at the West.—Medical schools are actively notifying the public of their preparationsfor the autumnal lectures.—The congress of men of science commenced a session yesterday, at IheUniversity in Cambridge. Strangers wishing to witness the proceedings, can take omnibus passagefrom Braille street, in Boston, almost every hour of the day, the distance being only three miles.

To CORRESPONDENTS.—Dr. Mack's notice of his remedy in cholera, and an Old Subscriber's
queries respecting the homoeopathic treatment of the same disease, together with much editorial
matter, are crowded out of to-day's Journal.—ll is unnecessary to direct the reader's attention to
Prof. Shipman's curious oases In this number. We trust ho will find time to draw up a full reportof the other case alluded to by him.—We shall he pleased to receive reports of the cases referred
to in a letter from Dr. 1Î., of Georgia.

MaRRIEP,—At Elliot, Me,, Dr. Samuel Willis to Miss P. Fogg.
Dieu,—At Blnndc Co., N. C, Dr. Win. S. Andres, 31.—In Maine, Dr. Wilson, of cholera.

Report ofDeaths in lioston—for the week ending Saturday, August 11th, 210.—Mates, 122—females, llfi.—Of apoplexy, 3—cholera, 94—convulsions, ,'i— hivmorrhage, I—canker, 3—dysen-
tery, 20—diarrhcea, !)—dropsy, 3—inflammalion of Ihe bowels, 2—cholera infanlnm, 4—dropsy on
the brain, it—cholera morbus, <t—consomption, II—croup, 2—disease of the bowels, 33—debility,2—disease of the heart, 1—marasmus, •!—hooping cough, 1—inflammation of the lungs, 2—
measles, 1—infantile diseases, It)—lung fever, 3—brain fever, 1—typhus fever, 2—scarlet fever, 1
—bilious fever, 1—pleurisy, 1—suicide, 1—teething, 3—sudden, 3-^-ulcers on stomach, 1—suffoca-tion, 1—tumor, 1.
Under 5 years, 87—between 5 and 20 years, 35—between 20 and '10 years, 63—between 40and CO years, <1G—over GO years, 9. The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
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Philadelphia College ofMedicine—Regular Graduates—Commencement,
July \lth.—Geo. W. Mason, Philadelphia; Richard Hutchison, Cunada;
John W. M'Mahon, Philadelphia; Joses B. S. Holmes, Georgia; HenryI. Gibson, South Carolina ; Charles Murphy, South Carolina ; Theodore
G. Wurmley, Pa. ; John S. Houghton, Mass. ; James H. Bryant, Louis-
iana ; John H. Alday, Bahamas; John W. Staggers, South Carolina;
James T. Powarid, Philadelphia ; James B. D. lckes, Pa ; Paul Brewer,
Pa.; James L. Gihou, Philadelphia; James Waite, Pa. ; Joseph F. Berg,
Louis W. Evans, Julius Schueren, Samuel P. Vondersmilh, Benjamin F.
Buffington, Philadelphia. The ad eundem degree was conferred on John
F. Sanford, M.D., of Iowa, Professor of Surgery in Rock Island Medical
College. The honorary degree was conferred on Dr. John S. Babbs,
Indianapolis, Indiana ; Dr. Joseph Fithian, Woodbury, N. J. ; and Dr.
Leonard M. Fitch, Boston, Mass.

Mortality in Cincinnati.—From ihe 16th of June to the 16th of July,
a period of 31 days, the aggregate mortality in that city, from all diseases,
was three thousand six hundred and eighteen, making, in round numbers, a
daily average mortality for the time embraced, of one hundred and seventeen.
The weekly mortality for the whole of the above period, is as follows :

First three davs, to June IS, 138. First week, to June 25, 568.
Second week, to July 2, 940. Third week, to July 9, 1,022. Fourth
week, to July 16, 950. Total, 3.61S.
In Cincinnati, as elsewhere, the mortality from cholera and other dis-

eases occurring coetaneously with it, has been greatest among the foreign
population. This population in that city is nearly one-third of the whole
number of its inhabitants, but almost three-fourths of the entire number of
deaths is from this class of the population.—Western Journal.

Lemon-Juice in Rheumatism.—Mr. Middleton stated to the Medical
Society of London that he had lately tried, with much advantage, the use
of lemon-juice in cases of acute rheumatism. These cases possessed the
usual characteristics of the disease, and in some instances were secondary
attacks. In some of the cases, the first attack had lasted several weeks
before the acute symptoms had been relieved. Under the influence of
lemon-juice, however, the pain was usually much mitigated, and in some

instances removed in a few hours. He administered a purgative in the
first instance, and then gave half an ounce of lemon-juice every four hours.
As he had usually given alkalies with benefit in cases of a similar descrip-
tion, he was at a loss to understand how lemon-juice could act so bene-
ficially.—Dr. Golding Bird said the cases mentioned by Mr. Middleton
evinced no paradox in regard to the treatment of rheumatism by alkalies
and acid ; for the lemon-juice and the carbonate of soda were essentially
the same in their effects upon the system. There was a materia morbi in
the blood, which, as the disease receded, was relieved by being carried off"
by the kidneys, a larger and larger quantity of solids being found in the
urine. He had, in his own practice, been in the habit of employing the
acetate of potash in these cases. This salt, with a mixture of sugar, water,
and essence of lemon, acted with marvellous rapidity. In addition to this,
given every four hours, he administered five grains of the soap pill, with
opium, night and morning; for this not only relieved pain, but prevented
the other remedy being carried off" by the bowels. These, with the vapor-
bath, constituted his treatment of rheumatism, and the result had been
always successful.—London Lancet. The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
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